
 

THE SECOND TERM ENGLISH TEST  

         “Al-Hasan Ibn al-Haytham” was a famous Muslim scientist who was born 

in 965 in El-Basra, Iraq. He made important contributions to the understanding 

of vision, optics and light. His methodology of investigation, in particular using 

experiment to verify theory, shows certain similarities to what later became 

known as the modern scientific method. 

          Through his Book of Optics (Kitab al-Manazir), his ideas influenced 

European scholars. Today, many scientists consider him the “Father of modern 

Optics”. Ibn al-Haytham lived during a creative period, which was known as the 

golden age of Muslim civilization that saw many fascinating advances in 

science, technology and medicine. This great scholar died in 1040 in Cairo, 

Egypt. 

www.famous scientists.com 

Part one:  

I- Reading comprehension:  

1) Activity one: I read the text and answer the following questions: 

a) Did Ibn al-Haytham’s ideas influence European scholars? 

b) When and where was he born? 

2) Activity two: I read the text again and put “true” or “false” :  

a) Many scientists consider Ibn al-Haytham “Father of modern 

Optics”……….. 

b) He was born in Cairo, Egypt………… 

c) Ibn al-Haytham didn’t use experiment to verify theory………… 

3) Activity three: find in the text synonyms and opposites of:  

Well known = ..............                                                Yesterday =/= 

………………… 

II- Mastery of language: 

1) Activity one: Turn the following verbs in past simple tense: 

Alexander Graham Bell (to be) …….born in 1847 in Edinburgh, he (not to 

attend)................. the elementary school. He (invent) ................the telephone 

in 1876. Alexander Graham Bell (die) ............ on August 2nd,1922. 



 

2) Activity two: Join the sentences using the appropriate relative pronouns: 

“Who” or “which” 

Ibn khaldun is a famous maghribian scholar. He invented modern sociology. 

......................................................................................................  

San Francisco is a great city in California. It is a touristic area. 

...................................................................................................... 

The camera is an invention. It enables us to take photos. 

.................................................................................................... ........................ 

3) Activity three: I Classify these words according to the pronunciation 

Stopped – tested – offered – Created – finished  

/t/ /d/ /Id/ 

   

 

Part two:  

Written expression:  

Your teacher asked you to write a short biography text about the discoverer 

Christopher Columbus 

Date and place of birth: between 25th of August & 31st of October 1451 in 

Genoa. Italy. 

Nationality: Italian 

Best known for: Admiral for the ocean sea. 

Discovery: The new world (Americas now) 

Occupation: Maritime explorer. 

Date and place of death: 20th of May 1506 in Spain. 
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          Through his Book of Optics (Kitab al-Manazir), his ideas influenced 

European scholars. Today, many scientists consider him the “Father of modern 
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Part one:  

I- Reading comprehension:  

1) Activity one: I read the text and answer the following questions: 

a) Did Ibn al-Haytham’s ideas influence European scholars? 

Yes, they did. 

b) When and where was he born? 

He was born in 965 in El-Basra, Iraq. 

2) Activity two: I read the text again and put “true” or “false” :  

a) Many scientists consider Ibn al-Haytham “Father of modern Optics. 

TRUE 

b) He was born in Cairo, Egypt FALSE 

c) Ibn al-Haytham didn’t use experiment to verify theory. FALSE 

3) Activity three: find in the text synonyms and opposites of:  

Well known =  Famous                                               Yesterday =/= Today 

II- Mastery of language: 

1) Activity one: Turn the following verbs in past simple tense: 

Alexander Graham Bell (to be) was born in 1847 in Edinburgh, he (not to 

attend) didn’t attend the elementary school. He (invent)  invented the 

telephone in 1876. Alexander Graham Bell (die) died on August 2nd,1922. 



 

2) Activity two: Join the sentences using the appropriate relative pronouns: 

“Who” or “which” 

Ibn khaldun is a famous maghribian scholar. He invented modern sociology. 

 Ibn khaldun is a famous maghribian scholar who invented modern 

sociology. 

San Francisco is a great city in California. It is a touristic area. 

 San Francisco is a great city in California which is a touristic area. 

The camera is an invention. It enables us to take photos. 

 The camera is an invention which enables us to take photos. 

3) Activity three: I Classify these words according to the pronunciation 

Stopped – tested – offered – Created – finished  

/t/ /d/ /Id/ 

Stopped / finished Offered  Tested / created 

 

Part two:  

Written expression:  

Your teacher asked you to write a short biography text about the discoverer 

Christopher Columbus 

Date and place of birth: between 25th of August & 31st of October 1451 in 

Genoa. Italy. 

Nationality: Italian 

Best known for: Admiral for the ocean sea. 

Discovery: The new world (Americas now) 

Occupation: Maritime explorer. 

Date and place of death: 20th of May 1506 in Spain. 
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